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By Joe McGinty Reporter

After calls from local legal services and MPs, the Canada Disability Benefit (CDB)

has been finalized. 

Despite a looming federal election, the Canadian government has pushed through

regulations to finalize Bill C-22, which will allow the creation and planned rollout

of the CDB later this year. 

This benefit will complement other government assistance programs, such as the

Ontario Disability Support Program (ODSP) and the federally funded Disability Tax

Credit. 

“This (finalization) is what ensures that the Canada Disability Benefit will begin in

July regardless of when an election is called,” said Kitchener Centre MP Mike

Morrice.

When Justin Trudeau announced his resignation as prime minister, Morrice

thought his years of advocacy for the bill would be wasted, as parliament was

prorogued. 

While the first cheques will soon be sent out, there are major amendments left off

the bill that has Morrice asking for more. 

He notes the original draft of the benefit was reported to lift hundreds of thousands

of individuals with disabilities out of poverty. 

The newly passed bill would only add $200 a month on top of ODSP, which is

currently $1,300 a month. This would lift an estimated 25,000 people out of poverty.

While this is a small win, Morrice thinks there is still more ground to cover. 

“The disability community, folks with disabilities have been calling for this for over

seven years now, recognizing that there is not a single provincial or territorial

support program that is above the poverty line,” said Morrice.

“I have been advocating for them to follow through on that promise ever since

getting elected.”

Allan Mills, executive director of Extend-A-Family in Kitchener, describes the

benefit as a “game changer,” but agrees with Morrice that more needs to be done. 

“It can strongly impact the lives of many Canadians, but I think it’s also important

to note that $200 a month is insufficient,” he said

“It’s exciting, it’s positive. Every dollar will assist somebody in those circumstances,

but it’s not going to achieve its goal.”
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Mills also noted the red tape and requirements for the benefit will prevent many

individuals from accessing it entirely. 

The federal government stated that to be eligible for the CDB, you need to be

receiving the Disability Tax Credit.

Mills knows firsthand that the application for the tax credit is long and

cumbersome and most of it needs to be filled out by a doctor.

“There’s a 15-page form that needs to be signed by a medical practitioner,” he said. 

The shortage of family doctors increases the barriers to applying for the tax credit

and, therefore, eligibility for the benefit. 

Mills recognizes that while it is a challenge, organizations like Extend-A-Family,

which supports over 2,800 children and adults with disabilities, can be a resource

for helping to complete any applications for assistance. 

The group, along with other partners from around the region, such as KW

Accessibility, will seek to set up workshops to educate and support those who want

to apply for disability benefits and tax credits. 

Both Mills and Morrice agree that the finalization of this bill shows good intent, but

the “excuse” that there is not enough money to truly lift individuals from poverty is

untrue. 

They add that the federal government recently spent around $4 billion on a tax

holiday. The tax break came together quickly, while the disability benefit took more

than four years to materialize. 

The benefit will see a federal investment of $6.1 billion over six years to serve an

estimated 600,000 Canadians with disabilities.

“Every bit helps and even just the recognition that this is needed at a national level

and for the country to set the goal of a person with a disability should not, by

default, be living in poverty,” Mills said.

“Yet, there are so many parts of this that reinforce that people will stay in poverty.”

Now that the bill is finalized, Morrice and Mills can continue advocating for

reducing red tape and allowing those who need the money to access it. 

“Now that we got it, if there is a government change, the benefit will be harder to

take away,” said Mills.



JM Joe McGinty is a reporter with the Waterloo Region Record.
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